UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, February 23, 2026, at 3 pm by video conference
Minutes


Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Moretto, Alex (UCSB EHS alt. BSO; non-voting)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)
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Called to order 3:01pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of January 26, 2025. 

New Biological Use Authorization 
BUA 2026-3, “Expanded Transdifferentiation Tissue Culture Research” 
The group will express transcription factors from C. elegans in mammalian cells using broadly pseudotyped, replication-incompetent lentiviral vectors. The Committee requested additional information on the cell types; the lead investigator provided cell line identifiers, vendor/source and testing information. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines Section III-D-3: Experiments Involving the Use of Infectious DNA or RNA Viruses or Defective DNA or RNA Viruses in the Presence of a Helper System in Tissue Culture Systems.
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-3 pending biosafety cabinet certification and additional information.  

Biological Use Authorization Renewals
BUA 2026-4, “Molecular Mechanisms of Contact-Dependent Growth Inhibition Systems in Bacteria” 
The group studies how bacterial effector proteins modulate competition, cell adhesion and mammalian cell physiology using transgenic and knock-down cell lines. The Committee noted the specific genes of interest compared to the list of risk group 2 bacteria given by the PIs, and that the BUA need not refer to an associated protocol by number. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by the NIH Guidelines Section III-D-2. Experiments in Which DNA From Risk Group 2, Risk Group 3, Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents is Cloned into Nonpathogenic Prokaryotic or Lower Eukaryotic Host-Vector Systems and Section III-D-3. Experiments Involving the Use of Infectious DNA or RNA Viruses or Defective DNA or RNA Viruses in the Presence of a Helper System in Tissue Culture Systems.
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-4. 

BUA 2026-5, “UCSB iPSC Biobank of AICS Cell Lines with Fluorescently Tagged Proteins”
The PI’s objective is to bank cell lines created by Allen Institute for Cell Science (AICS) in the Stem Cell Facility for use by UCSB researchers. The PI revised the accessibility of the cell line inventory linked within the BUA. The Committee discussed the frequency with which bleach would be diluted; surfaces, instruments and equipment will be decontaminated with 10% bleach, final volume/volume, that is freshly diluted or diluted at least weekly.
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines Section III-D-3: Experiments Involving the Use of Infectious DNA or RNA Viruses or Defective DNA or RNA Viruses in the Presence of a Helper System in Tissue Culture Systems.
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-5 with minor modifications. 

BSO, IBC Review of Animal Facility Safety Hygiene Plans
The Committee agreed to review animal facility containment plans for new biological materials as warranted, by email. 

Adjourned 3:47pm. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the March 23, 2026, IBC meeting.
