UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Thursday, December 18, 2025, at 3 pm by video conference 
Minutes

Attendees: 

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Moretto, Alex (UCSB EHS alt. BSO; non-voting)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	Lynch, Earl (Unaffiliated)
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
Called to order 3:00 pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of November 24, 2025. 
Those not in attendance abstained from voting. 

New Biological Use Authorization
BUA 2025-18, “Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms of Allorecognition in Botryllus schlosseri” 
Investigators will use VSV-G lentiviral vectors to study newly identified gene families implicated in cell fusion and their effects on downstream tyrosine signaling in mammalian tissue culture. The Committee required minor revisions to the deactivation procedures for the viral vector. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. This work is covered by NIH Guidelines categories D3 and E1. The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-18 with minor modifications. 

Biological Use Authorization Renewal
BUA 2025-19, “Biomarker Enzyme-Immunoassay Research” 
The PI oversees research projects that incorporate urine, feces, serum, plasma, and CSF to study energetics, immunity, and stress physiology in humans and non-human primates. Additionally, the BUA describes procedures for the collection, transport and analysis of biospecimens for the PI’s laboratory class in the social sciences, and the preparation of human stool samples for analysis of PFAS content by HPLC at a core analytical facility. 
The Committee requested additional information on sample collection, storage, transportation and importation. For the field-acquired specimens, the PI revised the description to note that they are collected from surfaces that are not "cross-contaminated" with other subjects' excreta, and clarified the permits she maintains for specimen collection and importation. For the social sciences laboratory course, the PI restored the link to the video on blood collection, and revised procedures to enumerate the items in the kits provided to students, include forbidden practices for sample storage prior to transport, and note that the kit will include a brown paper bag for transport. The PI has purchased and labeled secondary containers for biohazardous waste that fit within the -80 freezer. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. This work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-19 with the modifications summarized above. 

Adjourned 3:45 pm. 

IBC Registration 
NIH OSP has reviewed the updated information and found it compliant with Sections IV-B-2-a-(1) through IV-B-2-a-(3) of the NIH Guidelines. These sections of the NIH Guidelines require IBCs to file an annual membership report with NIH OSP.  Since the current annual report was approved 01/13/2026, the next report will be due on or before 01/13/2027. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the January 26, 2026, IBC meeting.


