UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, January 26, 2026, at 3 pm by video conference
Minutes
Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Lynch, Earl (Unaffiliated)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Moretto, Alex (UCSB EHS alt. BSO; non-voting)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Called to order 3:01 pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of December 18, 2025. 

Biological Use Authorization Renewals
BUA 2026-1, “Engineering Materials for 3D Cell Culture” 
The group develops matrices that mimic the extracellular matrix in vivo, analyzes mesenchymal stem cells, fibroblasts, and epithelial cells encapsulated in hydrogels to study how mechanical cues may alter cell phenotype, and investigates specific genes by generating stable knockdown cell lines. The Committee discussed engineering controls, containment practices, and PPE for the work with lentiviral vectors. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines Section III-D-3: Experiments Involving the Use of Infectious DNA or RNA Viruses or Defective DNA or RNA Viruses in the Presence of a Helper System in Tissue Culture Systems. 
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-1 with minor modifications. 

BUA 2026-2, “The Role of Histone Methyltransferase Subunits in Measles Virus Infection” 
The group studies host factors involved in virus replication using fluorescent reporter strains isogenic to the Moraten vaccine or IC323 strain in model tissue culture systems, and manipulates host factor gene expression with lipid-based reagents or lentiviral vectors. The Committee recommended removing the mention of wild type virus from the risk assessment, and including a statement summarizing UC immunization requirements.   
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines Section III-D-1. Experiments Using Risk Group 2, Risk Group 3, Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents as Host-Vector Systems; Section III-D-2. Experiments in Which DNA From Risk Group 2, Risk Group 3, Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents is Cloned into Nonpathogenic Prokaryotic or Lower Eukaryotic Host-Vector Systems; and Section III-D-3. Experiments Involving the Use of Infectious DNA or RNA Viruses or Defective DNA or RNA Viruses in the Presence of a Helper System in Tissue Culture Systems.
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-2 with modifications. 

Biological Use Authorization Amendment 
BUA 2025-19, “Biomarker Enzyme-Immunoassay Research” 
The PI amended the BUA for additional biospecimens collected by collaborators from Kakamega Blue monkeys. The Committee revisited specifics with regards to blood collection for the QBC portion of the social sciences course; the PI clarified that the needle gauge used would be larger than that used for blood glucose tests due to the volume of blood required for analysis. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. 
This work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. 
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve the amendment to 2025-19. 

Adjourned 3:22 pm. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the February 23, 2026, IBC meeting.

