UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, March 23, 2026, at 3 pm by video conference 
Minutes
Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Moretto, Alex (UCSB EHS alt. BSO; non-voting)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	Lynch, Earl (Unaffiliated)
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
Called to order 3:00 pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of February 23, 2025. 
Those not in attendance abstained from voting.  

Biological Use Authorization Renewal
BUA 2026-6, “Growth and Manipulation of Anaerobic Bacteria and Fungi Isolated from Herbivorous Animal Gut Microbiomes” 
The group will continue to develop non-model expression systems for the enzymatic production of biofuels, and will expand their research to examine the role of the human gut microbiome in neurological development. The group uses commercially available agents, as well as animal biospecimens or human fecal samples to derive microbial cultures using standard anaerobic cultivation and isolation protocols for analysis by microscopy, flow cytometry, extraction of nucleic acids or protein, and measuring gas and liquid products or metabolites. 
The Committee discussed the specimens and containment practices for the new aim. The PI clarified that collaborators will provide shotgun metagenomic analyses of banked specimens to the research group, and the research group will screen the metagenomes for high-risk pathogens or toxin-producing pathways to exclude potentially higher-risk samples prior to shipment. The PI also confirmed that samples for the pilot study will be collected from individuals with no documented or visible signs of illness.
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard is required annually.
This work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines.
The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2026-6 pending additional information and minor modifications.  

Medical Waste Treatment Permits
The BSO provided the Committee with an overview of the compliance status for each of the autoclaves currently permitted with CDPH. 

Adjourned 3:26 pm. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the April 27, 2026, IBC meeting.
