UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, November 24, 2025, at 3 pm by video conference 

Minutes
Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Called to order at 3:02pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of October 27, 2025.

New Biological Use Authorizations
BUA 2025-17, “Bacterial Effector Fusion Protein Based Immunotherapy” 
Investigators will purify a recombinant fusion protein comprised of effectors from Clostridium botulinum and Salmonella Typhimurium, and assay the fusion protein’s effect on the ability of macrophages to clear antibody-opsonized cancer cells. The Committee required minor modifications to the description of tissue culture facilities. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines category D2. The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-17.

BUA 2025-18, “Molecular and Cellular Mechanisms of Allorecognition in Botryllus schlosseri”
The Committee tabled its vote pending additional information. 

Biological Use Authorization Renewals
BUA 2025-19, “Biomarker Enzyme-Immunoassay Research” 
The Committee tabled its vote pending additional information. 

BUA 2025-20, “Mother-Infant Health Study” 
Investigators analyze markers of immune activation, health complications, and micro chimerism using prenatal blood and infant health measurements. The Committee required revisions to further delineate which steps are done in the biosafety cabinet and which are not, and to specify some of the more common bloodborne pathogens that may be present. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard is required annually.
This work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. The containment level of this work is Biosafety Level 2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-20 pending additional information. 


BUA 2025-21, “Investigation of Tau Spread in Central Nervous System Models” 
Investigators analyze the effect of tau alleles on its cellular uptake and aggregation using experimental models with AAV vectors expressing genes to visualize neuronal activity, AAV vectors expressing genes implicated in proteostasis and tau propagation, and human brain tissue extracts. 
The Committee discussed the volumes involved with the various experimental models, and the PI revised the BUA to delimit maximum volumes for primary neuronal tissue culture and experimental substance administration to experimental models. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
[bookmark: _Hlk214885585]This work is covered by NIH Guidelines categories D3 and D4. The containment levels are BSL2, ABSL1 for work with AAV, and ABSL2 for work with human brain-derived materials. The Committee voted to review the containment practices in the associated Animal Facility Safety Hygiene Plan. The Committee voted to approve 2025-21 pending additional information. 

Adjourned at 4:25pm. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the December 18, 2025, IBC meeting.

