UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, September 22, 2025, at 3 pm by video conference 
Minutes

Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Lynch, Earl (Unaffiliated)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)
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Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of May 27, 2025. 
Those not in attendance abstained from voting. 

Called to order at 3:03 pm. 

New Biological Use Authorization
BUA 2025-13, “Environmental Exposures and Geo-Social Determinants of Health as They Impact Development and Prevalence of Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias (ADRD)” 
The Committee requires additional information as well as changes to the proposed containment procedures. Samples will be treated with universal precautions and contained at biosafety level 2, including opening biological shipments in a certified biosafety cabinet, using a C1 biosafety cabinet for preparing extracts with small volumes of volatile chemicals, providing biosafety cabinet certification dates, and specifying the location of solid biohazardous waste deactivation. 
The Committee also noted that the donor human subjects pool as described is at higher risk for infectious diseases, and required additional context on the source of the biological materials and scientific objectives. 
A faculty PI conducting her research in the proposed laboratory space now plans to update her current BUA with the protocols relevant to this work. 
The Committee tabled its vote and will review this again after additional information is provided. 

Biological Use Authorization Amendments 
BUA 2023-10, “Study of Genomic Mutations, DNA Methylation, and Gene Expression of Nonhuman Primate Tissues” 
This BUA is amended for the receipt of additional tissue types. Investigators extract and analyze nucleic acids from primate tissues obtained from extramural research centers. The Committee noted that baboons do not get B virus, however the donor subjects are maintained in colonies that are screened and confirmed to be negative for standard panels of viruses, detailed within the amendment.  
The Committee voted to approve the amendment pending completion of biosafety training and additional information on containment for procedures with the cryostat. The tissue sectioning studies are no longer planned and the lead researcher removed references to the cryostat. 
Training completion was verified; Biosafety training is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard is required annually.
This is work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. The containment level is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve the amendment to 2023-10 pending minor modifications. 

BUA 2023-22, “Manipulating Macrophage Signaling” 
The amendment describes additional experiments to study innate immune responses to infection with Leptospira interrogans. The group will obtain the bacteria from a collaborator and use the same containment equipment that is used for human tissue culture, separating in time the lentiviral transductions of macrophages from the in vitro infection model. 
The lab manager replaced multiple torn chairs in the microscopy and tissue culture rooms as a result of the laboratory inspection. 
[bookmark: _Hlk145402505]Training completion was verified; Biosafety training is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by “NIH Guidelines” category D3. The containment level for this work is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve 2023-22 pending completion of training and verification of BSC certification. 

Post Exposure Investigation 
The Committee required clarification on one of the recommended preventative and corrective actions. The BSO will revise the report and send out to the Committee for review prior to changing inspection checklists and notifying research groups. 

Adjourned 3:59 pm. 

Biological Use Authorization Not Requiring Full Committee Review 
BUA 2025-15, “Understanding How Neural Circuits Compute a Goal Vector in the Central Complex of Drosophila melanogaster”
Investigators trace neural activity in experimental subjects that express genetically-encoded calcium indicators and optogenetic reagents, with expression targeted to specific neurons. The research group obtains transgenic fruit flies from commercial sources and research centers for two-photon imaging.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines category E2. This work is contained at BSL1 and arthropod containment level 1. The BSO registered this work on behalf of the Committee. 

