UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Monday, October 27, 2025, at 3 pm by video conference
Minutes

Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	Lynch, Earl (Unaffiliated)

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB; Vice Chair)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Smith, Ikuko (UCSB MCDB and P&BS)

	
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Called to order 3:02 pm. 

Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of September 22, 2025. 
Those not in attendance abstained from voting. 

New Biological Use Authorization
BUA 2025-14, “HEK Cells for Demonstrating Beta-Catenin Localization” 
The PI will obtain cells that have been transduced to express fluorescent beta-catenin from a colleague at UCSB for a laboratory class on transfection and the role of beta-catenin in cell behavior. 
The Committee noted that the biosafety cabinet was due for recertification; the biosafety cabinet was certified on November 13, 2025. The Committee asked about the number of Teaching Assistants supporting the course; the PI replied that she will have TAs that may change every year, provided the names of those assisting this quarter, and stated that she will ensure documented in-lab and online training prior to work. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. The containment level for this work is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-14.

Biological Use Authorization Renewal
BUA 2025-16, “Molecular Mechanisms Driving Cell Motility, Phagocytosis and Apoptosis Reversal” 
The research group screens Drosophila mutant and RNAi lines to identify genes of interest, studies Rac-enhanced CAR-Ms and their ability to engulf and kill cancer cells, and seeks to identify which genes may be commonly involved in reversing apoptosis in well characterized and primary cancer cells. Interactions in tissue culture are probed using replication incompetent AAV and LV vectors expressing fluorescent indicators, shRNAs or fluorophore-fusion proteins. The Committee reviewed the screening status and handling precautions for the variety of primary tissues that the group would obtain, and agreed that universal precautions are sufficient. 
Training on Biosafety Fundamentals is required once, and training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually.
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines categories D3 and D4. The containment levels for this work are BSL2 and arthropod containment level 1. The Committee voted to approve 2025-16.

NIH Biosafety Initiative 
The BSO apprised the Committee of the first of six regional stakeholder listening sessions held by NIH on “Strengthening and Modernizing Biosafety Oversight,” and that one consensus voiced by participants was to expand oversight to include wild type infectious agents. 

Adjourned 3:11 pm. 

BUA Amendments Not Requiring Full Committee Review
BUA 2025-9, “Role of Dendrites in Sensory Integration and Neural Circuitry for Visual Perception,” was amended for an additional transgenic strain from a commercial vendor. 
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines categories D3, D4 and E3. The containment level is BSL1/ABSL1. The BSO registered this work on behalf of the Committee. 

Post Exposure Investigation 
This agenda item is yet to be finalized. The wording for the containment practice for non-glass aspirating pipettes specified within the inspection checklists will be changed from should to “must be double-bagged.” The BSO will revise the relevant recommended action and send out to the Committee for review prior to changing inspection checklists and notifying research groups. 

