UCSB/Institutional Biosafety Committee	
Tuesday, May 27, 2025, at 3 pm by video conference 

Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees:

	Bishop, Jamie (UCSB EHS BSO)
	

	Blakemore, Melodie (UCSB OR)
	Ma, Zach (UCSB MCDB)

	Cooley, Ashley (Unaffiliated)
	Mahan, Michael (UCSB MCDB; Chair)

	Garcia, Manuel (UCSB ARC)
	Moretto, Alex (UCSB EHS alt. BSO; non-voting)
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Approval of minutes
The Committee approved the minutes for the IBC meeting of April 22, 2025. 

Biological Use Authorization Renewals
BUA 2025-9, “Role of Dendrites in Sensory Integration and Neural Circuitry for Visual Perception” 
Investigators record and manipulate electrical activities from dendrites during visual behavior by combining conditional and cell-type specific gene expression systems for fluorescent reporters, genetically encoded reporters and actuators. Transgenes are introduced by breeding and crossing commercially available transgenic lines and/or AAV particles. The Committee requested methods on making transgenic mice using plasmids, including the volume and concentration range, in similar detail that the PI provided for the AAV-based method. 
This work is covered by NIH Guidelines categories D3, D4 and E3. The containment level is BSL1/ABSL1. The Committee voted to approve 2025-9 pending additional information.  

BUA 2025-10, “Investigating the Mechanisms Required for Peroxisome Biogenesis” 
Investigators use cell biology to introduce Pex gene variants using CRISPR/Cas9 and to generate reporter cell lines using VSV-G lentiviral vectors in order to screen for proteins affecting organelle development. The Committee requested specific cell line identifiers and information on the source of and procedures used with the primary and immortalized patient-derived fibroblast cell lines; the PI added a table of cell lines and ATCC identifiers and specified three extramural sources for the fibroblasts that will be used for experiments parallel to those done with commercially available cell lines. Additional changes were made to reflect the practices for BSL2 solid waste.
Training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. This project is covered by NIH Guidelines category D3. The containment level for this work is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-10.  

BUA 2025-11, “Exploration of Homologous Recombination in Human Cell Lines” 
Investigators study how cells repair double-stranded breaks in DNA, and the molecular basis for end-joining versus templated repair. The group focuses on genes associated with Fanconi Anemia, modulates gene expression with siRNA, CRISPRi, or CRISPR/Cas9, and introduces gene variants with VSV-G lentiviral vectors and sgRNA. The Committee requested information on the local blood banks and procedures with primary blood products; the PI removed this reference and may add it later by amendment. 
Training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. This project is covered by NIH Guidelines category D3. The containment level for this work is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-11.  

New Biological Use Authorization 
BUA 2025-12, “Ecology and Transmission Risk of West Nile virus and Valley Fever in the Central Valley” 
Investigators will study bird and mosquito abundance and climate conditions over multiple years to correlate host and vector prevalence to WNV transmission risk. 
The PI will partner with the study area’s Mosquito Vector Control District (MVCD) to deploy mosquito traps, and collaborators will determine mosquito infection status. The PI will characterize human exposure risk to endemic and emerging arboviruses by analyzing finger pricks collected from farm workers by ELISA for peptides left behind by mosquito vectors. 
Additionally, investigators will study the role of tule fog intensity, invasive tumbleweeds and agricultural land fallowing by collecting soil and dead tumbleweed samples from the field and across gradients of fog intensity and over time since fallowing. Investigators will isolate nucleic acids from the field samples for PCR analysis. The PI describes special precautions and PPE for both the field and laboratory settings. 
The Committee asked about the methods in Vogler et al. and the applicability of the 1-minute contact time for 70% ethanol to the procedures and disinfection methods described in the BUA; the paper describes suspensions of spores in disinfectant, versus the 70% ethanol spray on surfaces given in the BUA for work in the biological safety cabinet. The PI plans to use a disposable plastic-backed absorbent mat prewet with 70% ethanol to catch anything that may be aerosolized onto the work surface. 
The Committee requested for the PI to note that his laboratory is not shared, and to omit the identities of the collaborators who will coordinate the human subjects pool for the WNV study, as they are not covered by the BUA. The PI currently plans to proceed with a BUA that describes the WNV project. 
Training on the Cal/OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Aerosol Transmissible Disease Standards is required annually. 
This project is not covered by the NIH Guidelines. The containment level for this work is BSL2. The Committee voted to approve 2025-12 pending completion of training and additional modifications.    

IBC Minutes Content and Redaction Guidance for the University of California
The Committee discussed the ramifications of public availability of IBC Minutes, including the issue of security for the IBC members voting on authorizations, the security of Animal Care and Use Committee members versus Institutional Biosafety Committee members, and the potential for reprisal directed at the IBC members by the public. 

The Committee approved these minutes at the September 22, 2025, IBC meeting.
